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My Friends,  
 
15 Things Universidad Javeriana Cali taught me: 
 
1. Compassion: the faculty and students at Javeriana stressed the importance of empathy. A 
patient is a person, not just a subject. 
 
2. Comradery: the relationships between the medical students at Javeriana is admirable. In 
America, classmates are competitive with each other. Teamwork is key! 
 
3. Justice: the community at Javeriana medical strive to seek equal healthcare, opportunities, 
and justice for all. 
 
4. Culture: Colombian culture is amazing. The food, the music, the traditions and history is 
beautiful and fun! 
 
5. Dedication: it is clear that medical students are dedicated to learning, teaching, and 
creating. They are hard workers. 
 
6. Passion: medical students at Javeriana are passionate about medicine, helping others, and 
making the world a better place. Almost all students I met explained that “medicine is my 
life”. 
 
7. Creativity: Javeriana incorporates creativity into their work and understanding of science. 
Medicina Narrativa is a perfect example. Colors, pictures, and projects are essential to 
learning. 
 
8. Kindness: people of Colombia are so kind. There is an overwhelming sense of welcoming 
and excitement. People smile. 
 
9. Teaching: the professors we met during our trip were incredible. It has been wonderful to 
share knowledge with each other. Medical students at Javeriana are lucky to have such 
amazing teachers. 
 
10. Faith: the belief in a Jesuit faith justifies the mission of medicine and the beauty behind 
it. 
 
11. Reality: a professor discussed the reality of medicine, including the “bad” side of 
healthcare. This is not discussed in America. That was important. 
 
12. Beauty: Colombia is a beautiful country. The flora and fauna, the geography, and the 
wildlife is unlike anything in the United States. 
 
13. Innovation: Javeriana has impressive technology. Including a professor´s plastination lab 




14. Relationships: this trip taught me the importance of international relations, coming to 
Colombia has been a tremendous learning experience and gave me an opportunity to explore 
global healthcare. 
 
Thank you, Javeriana,  
Celia. H.  
 
